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“Linda Lingle:
Head of State”

PAGES 8-9

Linda Lingle, Hawail’s governor,
tefls BapacaNewz how lewish val-
ues help make her a better
leader. In this lesson, students
will discuss important Jewish
values that leaders should pos-
sess and will look for examples
of these values in the lives of
the presidential candidates and
Biblical figures. Students will
then deliver campaign speeches
to the class demonstrating how
these important leadership
fualities make the presidential
candidates and Biblicat figures
strong leaders.

OBIECTIVES

» Students will explore the ways
in which Jewish values help
make good leaders.

» Students will find examples of
how the presidential
candidates and Biblical
figures demonstrate positive
leadership qualities.

VOCABULARY

i oy Buii governor

W@; . president
;'I?j yr; campaign
Qe speech

FIND MORE ONLINE

On www.babaganewz.com/ feachers,
you'll find great teaching
resotrees, including links to the
official Governor Linda Lingle,

John Kerry, and George W. Bush
websites and printable versions of
the worksheets and Jewish Texts.
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TEACHERS' GUIDE
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QUOTES & QUESTIONS

“[Governor Lingle learned] about a special
architectural quality of the Temple that described her
leadership style. While most buildings are constructed
to bring light inside, she explained, King Solomon
built the Holy Temple to project light outward...
enabling the Temple’s spiritual light to illuminate the
world. 80 too, she said, a good leader must shine
outward to the people...”

How can a leader shine outward? How does this fit
with the concept of being a “light unto the
nations”? How do you fulfill this role in your life?

Should all leaders strive to act as good role models?
H'so, in what ways? How can we apply Jewish ideas
about leadership to non-Jewish leaders?

“Trx this frantic schedule, there’s one weekly meeting
that the governor especially cherishes—every
Wednesday morning she meets with her rabbi.
Together, they study Torah, giving the governor a
moment 1o reflect on the lessons learned from Biblical
leaders such as Avraham, Moshe, and Miriam that she
can apply to her work as governor”

‘What lessons do you think she can learn from these
great Jewish leaders? What special quality does each
one offer? [ For example, Avraham teaches the value of
hesed (kindness); Moshe shows the importance of
humility; and Miriam demonstrates the importance of
thanking God. ]

How do these gualities make them better leaders?
Can you think of any

modern leaders who
share these qualities?
“Torah study with the
rabbi reminds me that

although we livein a
highly technological,

modern world, anclent Jewish values, such as the
obligation to be compassionate to others, can still guide
human behavior”

‘What other ancient Jewish values do you think
should guide human behavior? What does this
have to do with living in a “highly technological,
modern world”?

Are these Jewish values something that you look
for in all leaders? What about political leaders such
as the president of the United States?

ACTIVITY: ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL

1. Read “Linda Lingle: Head of State” on pages §~9 of
BaABAGANEWZ with your students and discuss the
Quotes & Questions above.

2. Ask your students;

What Jewish valees do you think good leaders need
to possess?

List their responses on the board; then carefuily

examine each one. If students do not mention any of
the following, add them to the list.

TEACHING TiP

Print out the following list and their Hebrew and English sources

from www.balraganewz.com/teachers,

» Ahrayut, Social Responsibility: “You shall not stand idly by the
Bleod of your neighhor” {Vayfkra 19:16),

» Anavah, Humility: “[God] cannot endure the haughty and proud
person” (Psaims 181:5).

» Bakesh Shajom, Peace-seeking: “Turn away from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it” (Psalms 34:15).

» Din, Fair Judgment: “You shall not comemit 2 perversion of justice;
you shail not faver the poor and you shalf net honor the great;
with righteousness shall you judge your felfow” (Vayilra 19:15).

» Emet, Truthfulness: “You shalf net steal, you shall not deny faisely,
and you shall not lie one man to his fellow” {Yayikra 19:11).

» Emunah, Faith: “The righteous persen shall live by his or her
faith” {Habakkuk 2:4}.

» Hokhmah, Wisdom: “Wisdom is better than jewels”

{Proverbs 8:11},
» Kavod, Honer: “Let the honor of your feliow person be as dear to
your as your own” (Pirkei Avot 2:15).
» Kibush Havetzer, Setf-control: “Who is truly strong? The one who
subdues his inclinations™ (Pirkef Avot 4:1).
> Ometz Lev, Courage: “Be strong and couragesus. Do not fear and
do not lose reselve..." {Joshua 1:9}.

» Rahamim, Compassion: “Perform kindness and mercy towards one
another” (Zechariah 7:9),

» Savianut, Patience: “Patience resulis in much understanding;
impatience gets folly as its portion™ (Proverhs 14:29).

» Tzedek, Justice: “Justice, justice shall you pursue...”
{Devarim 16:20),

» Tznif, Modesty: “Watk modestly with your God” (Micah 6:8),




_ This article is availabe
 This article is available jn
ebrew at www.babaganewz.com.

JEWISH TEXTS

ISAIAH 42:6-7

! am God. | have called you with
righteousness. | will strengthen
your hand; and [ will protect you. And | will set you for a
covenant to the people, for a light fo the nations, to open
blind eyes, to remove a prisoner from confinement,
dwellers in darknass from a dungeon.

Who is God calling upon to serve as leaders?

According to these verses, how would Isaiah
describe the role of Jewish leadership?

SHABBAT 1224
One person’s candle is light for many.

How does this verse describe leadership? How can
a leader light the way for others?

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

How might Linda Lingle understand this image of

light?
3. Go through the list on the board and ask: What is one way you can be a light for many?
What s an example of this value? Hebrew and English versions of the Jewish values in this

Describe a time when vou demonstrated thisvalue.  activity may be found at wwwbabaganewz.com/teachers,

Give an example of a time when a leader
demonstrated this value.

Have the class vote on which three are the most
important qualities for a good leader to demonstrate.

4. Study the Jewish Texts below.

5. Divide the class into groups to design campaign
speeches that emphasize how these important
qualities make strong leaders. Assign each group one
of the following candidates:

A. Presidential nominees

In pairs or trios, have students read biographies of John
Kerry and George W. Bush (available on
www.babaganewz.com/teachers) and
highlight instances in the candidates’ Hves
when they demonstrated the values on

your class list.

B. Biblical figures

Choose Biblical leaders whom you
have studied together in class. Have
students find examples when the
Biblical leaders exhibited these
important leadership traits.

C. An imaginary, ideal
candidate

Have students invent an
ideal candidate and give
imaginary examples to show
how he or she could display
these values.



